
 
 
March 21, 2020 
 
 
To the Director-General of Health Dr Ashley Bloomfield, The Minister of Health Hon Dr David Clark, 
and the New Zealand Prime Minister, Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern 
 
We are writing on behalf of our members and of wedding photographers throughout New 
Zealand to urge the Ministry of Health to consider lowering the recommended numbers for 
indoor and outdoor events during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
There is a high degree of concern in the wedding photography industry at present, because 
photographers are reporting that physical distancing guidelines are proving too difficult to 
enforce at weddings, which are emotional events and by their very nature are centred around 
connecting with others. The hugging, kissing, group photos and general guest proximity is 
continuing, and photographers feel the situation is dangerous.  
 
At least one New Zealand photographer has been notified that they were exposed to a 
confirmed COVID-19 case while shooting a New Zealand wedding. 
 
Photographers are reporting that some clients are going ahead with plans for weddings that 
would bring together 100+ people indoors, while other clients are reducing their guest numbers 
to just below the Ministry of Health limits in order to be able to go ahead. Photographers then 
remain contractually bound to photograph the wedding, but many feel very unsafe doing so. 
Backing out of a contract at the last minute due to health concerns is a very stressful challenge 
for photographers to negotiate and it is not a challenge that everybody feels capable of taking 
on.  
 
It is the NZIPP’s preference that wedding photographers would not be in a position where they 
feel no choice but to put at risk their own health and the health of their families. 
 
We would like to see the Ministry of Health issue guidance that would either postpone all 
weddings for a period of time, or limit them to elopements and intimate weddings with fewer 
than 10 guests.  
 
Thank you for all that you are doing to keep New Zealanders safe and for considering our 
request. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Catherine Cattanach (President) 
On behalf of the Board, NZ Institute of Professional Photography  

 

 


