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As I prepared for my Infocus presentation – 3 years ago now – I realised that 
I'd reached a particular place in my business: I was paying the bills and 

supporting the family; and was feeling extremely fulfilled doing client work 
photographing weddings. I was creatively satisfied. I'd broken that starving 

artist myth. It could be done.

Was I alone? Was this normal? Did anyone else feel this way? As with many 
things in life, I was curious: how do other artists do it? Painters. Illustrators. 
Sculptors. Writers. How do they balance making art with making money?

CURIOSITY
Text and Images By Jason Naylor, NZIPP G.Master of Photog.

Right:  Jordan Rondel - The Caker



25|   PRO REPORT  NZIPP MAGAZINE



26 |   PRO REPORT  NZIPP MAGAZINE

CONNECTING THE DOTS

18 months later, this idea was still gnawing away in my 
subconscious. 18 months is a long enough time to have 
forgotten about most dreams and ideas, but I certainly 
hadn't. I was more curious than ever.

As I drove my Kombi to a wedding, I was listening to a 
podcast of someone converting an old-fashioned ice 
cream truck, and the ideas converged in my head: I 
had an idea for a podcast, and I had a spare Kombi 
not getting much use in my garage.

If someone can create and sell ice cream from the 
back of a truck, surely I can use my Kombi to travel 
and record podcasts?!?

The title was inspired by the best TV to ever grace our 
screens (and the last TV series I actually watched from 
start to end): Breaking Bad, where the good stuff is 
created in the back of the camper.

And so the podcast was born. Breaking Art – The 
Alchemy of Creativity and Commerce: Making Art vs 
Making Money.

FEEL THE FEAR AND DO IT ANYWAY

I hadn't produced a podcast before – I'd never even 
recorded my voice. I'd never interviewed a single 
person – audio or written. I knew very little about the NZ 
art scene – but what better way to start exploring!

Real growth comes from pushing aside your 
boundaries, stepping outside your comfort zone.

What does anyone do to get traction with a new 
project? They reach out to friends and contacts. I'd 
been fortunate enough to speak alongside Hayley 
King (Flox) and Sofia Minson at a creative conference. 
I met James Russell and Rui Peng at a craft fair. I was 
already friends with Si Moore and Paul Alsop, and 
many friends spoke fondly of Elliot Alexander (Endemic 
World). I spotted Greg Straight's work, admired Jordan 
Rondel's business (The Caker), was referred to Max 
Patte, and that became my first road trip – my first 
season of Breaking Art: The Podcast.

With a couple of microphones and a recording 
device, I hit the road and spent time with each artist. 
In my attempt to connect quickly with each guest, 
we traveled somewhere meaningful: James Russell 
took me to the Ōtuataua Stonefields (where he walks 
with his family), and Elliot took me to the Westhaven 
Marina (he's a keen sailor). Hayley King and Jordan 

"Real growth comes 
from pushing aside 
your boundaries, 
stepping outside 

your comfort zone."

Jason Naylor in his Kombi van
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Rondel run busy lives, so we parked in their carparks 
off Karangahape Road. Rui Peng is based in school 
grounds in Mt Roskill, and Paul Alsop loves the ocean. 

LEARNINGS

Each guest has a remarkably different story. No two 
artists follow the same path – always gratifying to hear 
– and every guest has very different views of balancing 
art and money. Some are all business, some are all art, 
some are barely making a living, and some are thriving 
and supporting others in theirs.

But ALL share some common threads: underlying ideas 
that connect every creative.

The hustle is real, and your creativity is so valuable 
in other areas than just your artistic skill. When you 
apply your creativity to your marketing, selling, and 
your entire business, it will thrive. Stop trying to be 'a 
creative', and be creative.

Every single artist turns up every single day. As Twyla 
Tharp wrote: "Creativity is a habit, and the best 
creativity is a result of good work habits." Whether it's 
having a retail store that forces you to open the doors, 
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or converting your living room into your studio, every 
single artist has made a habit of turning up. Every day.

Whenever I launch a new project, and don't see the 
immediate traction I might have hoped for, these 
interviews are there to remind myself there's no 
overnight success stories. Some of these artists are 
barely making a living, and those that are, have been 
working hard for years. The quickest 'overnight success' 
I've observed is 7 years, and many are 12-14 years into 
their journey. Were you on this journey 14 years ago? 
Stick at it.

Whether it's support in getting through a rough period, 
support in doing the financial paperwork, support 
in caring for the family to give you creative time, 
or support in having someone to brainstorm and 
discuss creative ideas – every single artist thus far has 
spoken of not doing this alone. Your support network 
– personal or business – is vital to your success. If you 
want to make one change: invest in support.

ONWARDS

My list of NZ creatives just keeps growing longer and 
longer, and my desire to meet and discover more of 
the New Zealand art scene has me itching for another 
road trip. For now, I'm focused on the Wellington 
region, but who knows where I will explore next!

Leonardo Da Vinci, renowned as a renaissance 
painter, but also an architect, sculptor, inventor, 
draftsman, and engineer (and a thought leader 
and intellectual pioneer of his time) lived his life by 
seven principals. One of these principals has become 
my guiding light. Da Vinci I am not, but having left 
behind a career in IT, having minimised my full-time 
photography, and now embarking on a career in 
education and coaching, working on this podcast 
serves to remind me of this principal: Curiosity.

If you haven't already, head over and listen to 
Jason's podcasts - Breaking Art:

https://breakingart.net/ 

Top:  Greg Straight (artist/illustrator)
Second from top:  James Russell (writer) 

Second from the bottom:  Paul Aslop (photographer)
Bottom:  Hayley King, (artist)

Next page:  Hayley King at work in Haus of Flox
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